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New Digital Talking Book Players Arrive at State Library
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Columbia, S.C. – This past April, the National Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (NLS), a division of the Library of Congress, entered the first phase of its transition to a digital playback system, as well as releasing an upgraded version of its pilot download website. Beginning with the testing of 5,000 digital players by NLS patrons in their homes, NLS has begun to launch a full-scale production and distribution of 26,000 players per month, ensuring continued access to reading materials for more than 500,000 registered users.


New to the NLS program is a state of the art online component, called the Braille and Audio Reading Download (BARD) site. This new site for blind and physically handicapped patrons of NLS now provides better than ever access to digital audio books and magazines. The State Library’s Talking Book Services web site will soon be providing access to this site for its patrons.  

The State Library’s Talking Book Services Director, Pamela Davenport said, “This transition from the old four track audio cassettes to this new format represents a new digital reality.” Davenport continued to say that “this transition shows that blind people have the ability to do what everyone else is doing in a world of Twitter and Facebook.”


Readers may press buttons on the new NLS digital talking book players to quickly navigate the book structure, combined with the high-quality human recording, making the new digital NLS download books one of the most significant advancements in the provision of talking books for blind and low vision people.


Talking Book Services staff members have been anticipating this transition for over 10 years. According to NLS, veterans are being offered the new digital talking book players first.  The library currently serves over 700 veterans.  Thus far, recipients of the new device have responded positively.  Users no longer have to turn over the four track tapes which makes for easier operation.  The State Library’s Talking Book Service currently serves nearly 7,000 patrons.  The library will receive a monthly allotment of players to keep up with the growing demand for the transition.  


For more information about the State Library’s Talking Book Services, visit www.statelibrary.sc.gov/Talking-Book-Services. 

###

About the S.C. State Library

The South Carolina State Library is the primary administrator of federal and state support for the state’s libraries. The Library is a national model for innovation, collaboration, leadership and effectiveness.  The Library’s mission is to optimize South Carolina’s investment in library and information services. In 1969, as the result of action by the General Assembly, the State Library Board was redesignated as the South Carolina State Library and assumed responsibility for public library development, library service for state institutions, service for the blind and physically handicapped, and library service to state government agencies. Headquartered in Columbia, S.C., the Library is funded by the state of South Carolina, by the federal government through the Institute of Museum and Library Services, and other sources.  For more information, visit www.statelibrary.sc.gov or call 803-734-8666.

